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Gardening: Culture and Sciences is the title of a three year, seven partner project for high school
students. It is funded by the European Union under the framework of the Erasmus+ scheme. Each
of the partner schools will host a meeting of students to discuss what work has been carried out
since the previous meeting and what work should be carried out for the next meeting. It is an
Inquiry Based Learning project, that means the students play a significant role in determining
what aspects of culture and science in relation to the plants in the garden are to be covered.
Teachers work as facilitators, guiding the students, helping them, making sure everything is going
according to plan and meets the goals as set in the project proposal. Below is a newsletter created
by the students on the first meeting, held in Budapest, Hungary.

Day 1 - Wednesday, February 4th

We were very excited about the Erasmus + on
Wednesday morning  and afternoon.  After  our
guests  arrived  we  had  lunch.   Geiszler  Anna,

  one of the Erasmus Plus’s  main coordinators
  and Diósi Alojzia, who is the principal of Poli,

greeted our guests. After the opening ceremony,
the teams gave presentations on their schools.
We  talked  about  the  school  system  and  the
school itself, and the different programs of  the
schools.  And  this  was  a  great  opportunity  to
connect the team members and the country they
represented.  After  that,  Poli  students   gave  a
guided  tour  around  the  building  showing  our

guests the different spaces and rooms in Poli (the gym, lab, library, art room, it, and classrooms.)
The organized program ended at around 4 o’ clock. At night we met in front of the ice-rink in the
city park. We were very happy, because we could ice-skate and It was a very good program. After
the ice-skating everyone went home with their host.

Day 2 - Thursday, February 5th 

On the second day we had 3 workshops, where
each country had a presentation of their own culture
plants.  Between the  workshops  we had  short  coffee
breaks to stretch our limbs and to regain our energy.
After  the  3rd  workshop  (where  we  Hungarians
presented our culture plant by having our guests play a
homemade board-game) we had  lunch and then  the
competition began. The cooking competition! Mixed
groups were created and they had to cook traditional
Hungarian cuisine like “stuffed peppers” and “potato
paprikás” - as we call it. The groups cooked at one of



the host's places. After the cooking was done, the meals were brought back into the school and
were taken to be judged by the Hungarian jury. Then the winner “chefs” were rewarded with
yummy chocolate, and after that the feast began. When we were done eating, we celebrated the
birthdays of some students. After all that we went home.

We all  came to Poli  in  the morning  and began a
long day of hard work. Each team presented their
garden  plans.  There  was  a  kind  of  exhibition  of
posters  created  by  all  the  teams  showing  their
garden plans. We had to look at the posters and ask
questions about how our own culture plant would fit
in their garden or about other plants, and stuff about
the gardens.

We also had a brainstorming session on what to do
scientific  measurements  to  carry  out  in  future
meetings. It was interesting because it seemed like
many  partners  had  never  done  brainstorming
before. In the end, it was fun though.

After this we had lunch and then we went to the
Ferencváros town hall and saw a presentation on it
by a historian. He told us some interesting things
about this part of Budapest. 

It was a long and tiring, but useful day. We have
better ideas now what each garden will look like and how our culture plants will grow in them.
So, we celebrated with our new friends and had a great night. 

Day 4 - Saturday, February 7th

Waking up too early after last night’s party we went
to a ‘treasure hunt’ in Budapest. Our job was to visit
some  of  the  famous  and  exciting  places  and
buildings, make group selfies there and ask questions
from people on the street. While moving around in
the  city  we  had  to  give  the  guests  traditional
Hungarian food, which I hope everyone found tasty.
After our trip we met the others and went to a mall
for  two  exciting  exhibitions:  The  Tropicarium and
Palace of Wonders. 

After this exhausting day we went to a pub called CSAK. It was like a 'goodbye party'. We
had live music and some of the people were dancing. We took lots of pictures during the night and
we had good conversations. I am sure we all had a very good time but everybody was a little bit

Day 3 - Friday, February 6th



sad of the fact that some of the guests had to go home the next day. It was such a memorable
week.

Day 5 – Sunday, February 8th

It was our last day together. Everyone except the Italian delegation had to go home. In the
early morning it started with the Turkish delegation, everyone met in front of the school where the
shuttle bus waited to take them to the airport. We said goodbye each other and waved until the
disappeared around the corner of the street. The last group who left was the French delegation on
Saturday afternoon

We hope that we see each other soon. 
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